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TOSHIKI MORISHITA
On July 2, I929, occurred the death of Dr. Toshiki Morishita,
who for two and a half years had been connected with the Depart-
ment of Bacteriology in Yale University as an assistant and re-
search student engaged in a study of dental bacteriology and patho-
logy. He had been suffering for several weeks from a respiratory
disturbance which did not appear serious and which, until a few days
before his death, promised complete recovery.
Dr. Morishita was born in Japan in i896. He obtained his
early education in the ToIno High School, and in 1914 entered Tokyo
Dental College, from which he graduated in I9I8. For several
years after graduation he practiced dentistry in Japan. His yearning
for scientific research related to problems of dental decay caused him,
in I922, to relinquish his profession, and he sailed for America to
prepare himself further for scientific dental research. He entered
Toronto Dental College, receiving the degree of D.D.S. in due
course.
After having engaged in special research work in McGill and
Howard Universities, where he further laid an excellent foundation
for his work as an investigator, he became associated with the Divi-
sion of General Bacteriology of Yale University, where for over
two years he continued his research without serious interruption
until his untimely death.
Dr. Morishita's chief interest was centered in natural dental de-
cay, and more particularly in the influence of high-acid producing
and tolerating (aciduric) organisms which he found to be so in-
timately connected with initial and progressive caries. The first
report of this painstaking work appeared in the Journal of Bacterio-
logy (September, I929). It was the author's intention to follow
this paper with four or five contributions, for which sufficient data
were rapidly accumulating. These records are now in the possession
of the Laboratory, and it is hoped that they may be built up into
at least one or two additional manuscripts and published under Dr.
Morishita's name.
Dr. Morishita was particularly well qualified as an investigator
in the field of scientific dental research. He was brilliant in the
conception and execution of his complex problem. He was cease-
less in his devotion to his work, and had attained a degree of success
in his chosen field which promised a bright future.